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Real World Positive Evidence
As vaccine campaigns reach critical mass in some countries, real world
evidence is providing some crucial answers about how effective COVID
vaccines will be at curbing and ending the pandemic.

The COVID Vaccine
Race In Graphs
We are done when the whole world is green.

Vaccines prevent Infection

90%

Effective

Both the Moderna and P zer vaccines are 90% effective
at preventing infection, both symptomatic and
asymptomatic, after 2 doses and 80% effective after 1
dose. The study was conducted in the US among
vaccinated health care workers and essential workers.

This means that most vaccinated people do not carry the virus, but does not yet
prove that the vaccine will prevent transmission of the virus from the vaccinated
to the non-vaccinated, but makes the probability of the transfer unlikely.

More than 617M doses of COVID vaccine have
been administered to date. 153 M in the US alone.

According to the US CDC, ending the pandemic has never been more urgent,
as COVID is now the 3rd leading cause of death, but the worldwide vaccine
continues to have it's challenges. There is some real progress. The most
recent Pﬁzer study shows that their COVID vaccine is safe an effect in
children as young as 12.
Carnivak-Cov is a newly approved Russian COVID vaccine for animals
including cats, dogs, minks, and other mammals known to be susceptible to
SARS-CoV-2.
But there have also been two big
setbacks. Vaccine production continues
to be problematic, as Emergent
BioSolutions had to discard an entire
batch of vaccine after mixing up the
drug substance for the J&J and AZ
vaccines being produced at the same
site. Safety concerns also continue to
plague the AZ vaccine as Canada blocks
temporarily the use the AZ vaccine for
people > 55 over blood clot concerns.
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Israel remains world leader in vaccinating people
but UK and US campaigns are gaining.

COVID's Long Tail

COVID's War on Women
COVID is really taking it's toll on women. A review in the Lancet, form 40
studies in 17 countires, shows how much of an effct COVID has had on
women's health, especially as it relates to pregnancy and child birth:
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Based on these statistics, it is clear that maternal and fetal outcomes have
signiﬁcantly worsened in the pandemic and more must be done now and in
future pandemics to prioritize safe, accessible, and equitable maternity
care during this pandemic and the next.

The Widening Gender Gap
Another major setback for women during the pandemic was outlined in
the World Economic Forum this week. in the Global Gender Gap Report.
Each year the report calculates gender equality across several indicators:
educational attainment, health & survival, economic participation, and
political empowerment.
Educational Attainment

Health & Survival
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We are now starting to understand the long term
impact of COVID infections. Based on a current
article in the British Medical Journal on Post-COVID
syndrome highlights some very poor outcomes.
Based on the study:
1/3 of patients hospitalized for COVID are
readmitted to the hospital within 4 months of being
released
1/8 of patients dies in that same follow up period
New diagnoses of respiratory and heart disease, as
well as diabetes suggesting that the development
of such conditions may be a complication of COVID.
Multi-organ dysfunction is also seen at higher rates
in those discharged after COVID under 70 than
over 70!
“The increase in risk was not confined to the elderly
and was not uniform across ethnicities. The
diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of post-Covid
syndrome requires integrated rather than organ or
disease specific approaches, and urgent research is
needed to establish the risk factors. Our findings
suggest that the long-term burden of Covid-19
related morbidity on hospitals and broader
healthcare systems might be substantial.”
According to additional studies 7/10 COVID
patients have not fully recovered after 5 months
and 20% of those with lingering symptoms would
now qualify as disabled.

All Joking Aside

68%
Gender Gap Index

X

It will now take 135.6 years to
close the gender gap globally.
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This marks a 36 year increase in the number of years required to close the
gender gap, which was at 99.5 years in 2020, and represents the largest
setback seen in the 15 years the report has been authored. Women still
only make 77% of what men make for the same work, worldwide. The
COVID pandemic has been particularly hard on women, as more women
have lost their jobs during the pandemic and the burden of paid vs. unpaid
work is increasing as school closures and lack of childcare limit the
amound of help available. As the pandemic has also accelerated the push
to automation, women will be hit especially hard as they hold a higher
percentage of the jobs likely to be lost in the automation switch.

A cartoonist has now composed 365 cartoons
about his life during COVID, which may end
up standing as this particular cartoonist's
magnum opus. It may also serve for us a
wonderful way to look back and reﬂect on
were we have been and help us think about
where we want to go. The Journal of the
Plague year can be read on Facebook or
Instagram.

Welcome to COVID's 2nd Spring!
Why you can't make the ofﬁce
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New Easter Eggs
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Are we going endemic?
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Spring Sneezes
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